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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is responsive to the Application filed on 25 September 2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for 
patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by 
the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of 
an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 -7, 9-14, 16-21, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Abel et al. (US PGPub 2003/0084401). 

Claim 1: 

Abel discloses a method implemented on a computer system for validating the 
contents of a locale source file, which comprises information arranged by categories, 
keywords and elements (Abstract), said method comprising: 

detecting one or more of each of said categories, keywords and elements in said 
locale source file (FIG. 3 and related text); extracting one or more of said elements with 
associated values from said locale source file ("the appropriate localized property 
values associated with a selected characteristic are automatically applied to each 
control instance ..." [0009], FIG. 10 and related text), 

storing each of said extracted elements as textual data in an element storage 
area ("property values are preferably obtained from a cached resource file" [0009]), 
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formatting a text string of data using said textual data ("During the rendering of 
the Web page, the appropriate localized property values associated with a selected 
characteristic are automatically applied to each control instance that is found to include 
the key" [0009]), and 

validating said text string ("user then reviews the localization elements ..." 
[0047]). 

Claim 2: 

Abel discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein each said element further 
comprises at least one value (FIG. 3 and related text). 
Claim 3: 

Abel discloses the method of claim 2 wherein the steps of extracting one or more 
or said elements and storing each said extracted element comprises: labeling each said 
element storage area with a storage identifier ("element key", FIG. 3 and related text); 
obtaining a set of keyword directives; and extracting each said keyword, and each said 
element and associated value within said keyword from said categories into said 
element storage area in accordance with said set of keyword directives ([0045], FIG. 6 
and related text). 

Claim 4: 

Abel discloses the method of claim 3 wherein, said storage area identifier further 
comprises: a locale source file category identifier and associated keyword identifier 
(FIG. 3 and related text). 

Claim 5: 
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Abel discloses the method of claim 3 wherein the step of formatting a text string 
of data comprises: obtaining said textual data from said element storage area; obtaining 
a set of text generation rules, patterns and substitution information; formatting said text 
string of data, using said textual data, element by element, by applying said set of text 
generation rules, patterns and substitution information to each said text string of data 
("During the rendering of the Web page, the appropriate localized property values 
associated with a selected characteristic are automatically applied to each control 
instance that is found to include the key..." [0009]). 

Claim 6: 

Abel discloses the method of claim 5, further comprising; displaying one or more 
of said text string of data to users ("An instance of the LocalizedPage class sets control 
property values upon rendering the page downloaded from the server into the client 
computer's display" [0043]). 

Claim 7: 

Abel discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the step of validating said text 
string comprises the steps of; comparing said text string of data with a reference string; 
determining when said text string of data differs from said reference string; providing an 
associated change for said text string of data when indicated by said determining step; 
and applying said change to said textual data ([0047], FIG. 7 and related text). 

Claims 9- 14: 

Claims 9-14 are similar in scope and content to claims 1 - 7 and are rejected 
with the same rationale. 
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Claims 16-20, and 23 are similar in scope and content to claims 1-7 and are 
rejected with the same rationale. 
Claim 21: 

Abel discloses the system of claim 16 further comprising means for configuring 
said system to operate in a distributed computing environment (FIG. 2 and related text). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 8, 15, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Abel et al. (US PGPub 2003/0084401) in view of Schumacher et al. (USPN 
6,219,632). 

Claim 8: 

Abel discloses the method of any one of claim 1 , but he does not disclose 
wherein said locale source file is a POSIX form. 

Schumacher discloses a method for managing and translating information across 
different locales where the locale files could be POSIX (col. 3, lines 58-61). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to make the locale source file in Abel's method a POSIX locale because a 
POSIX locale is an "internationalization standard" (Schumacher, col. 3, lines 58-61). 
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Claims 15 and 22: 

Claims 15 and 22 are similar in scope and content to claim 8 and are rejected 
with the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Meade et al. (USPN 6,453,462) discloses a method, which converts a base 
language data to produce an internationalization test data. 
Moses et al. (US PGPub 2003/0079051) discloses a method for creating multi- 
cultural software applications according to a given locale. 
Ng (USPN 5,812,122) discloses system for testing locale-specific language 
modules. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samuel G. Neway whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1058. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30AM - 5:30PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David R Hudspeth can be reached on 571-272-7843. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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